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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 3 
January 2007 has been entered. 

2. Although the set of claims submitted in the after-final amendment dated 3 January 
2007 are being considered as the basis for the rejections set forth in this Office Action, it 
is noted that claims 1, 4-6, 7, 12, 14-19 do not correspond with claims 1, 4-6, 7, 12, 14-20 
from the previous set of claims, dated 21 September 2006. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be 
found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1 and 3-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
the prior art disclosed by the applicant in Figures 1-3 of his application, in view of 
Darden (5,460,212) and Lange (DE 3,606,805). 

5. The prior art of Figures 1-3 teaches the structure substantially as claimed above, 
including a refrigerator (1); a door (3) opening and closing said refrigerator, said door 
being a sliding door; a handle (4) located on a side of the door, said handle being located 
on a front side of the refrigerator; and a plurality of handle holders (5) each having an end 
fixed to the door and another end attached to the handle; said handle holders being 
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located on each side of the handle, and being fixed to the door by at least two screws (aka 
"a securing mechanism") penetrating the handle holder. 

6. The only difference between the admitted prior art of Figures 1-3 is that and the 
structure claimed by the applicant is that the admitted prior art fails to teach a groove, 
being formed on the door, for inserting the supporting member, wherein a depth of the 
groove is the same as a thickness of the supporting member; and a supporting member 
provided on each of the handle holders and preventing damage from occurring on the 
handle holder; said supporting member being protruded downwards on a lower surface of 
the handle holder; said supporting member being located on a contacting surface between 
the handle holder and the door; said supporting member having a width smaller than that 
of the handle holder; said supporting member being integrated with the handle holder; 
said supporting member being provided at a surrounding region of a hole through which 
the screws are penetrated; said supporting member being provided on a lower surface of a 
surrounding region of a hole through which a screw closer to the handle is penetrated. 

7. Lange, however, teaches a groove (4), being formed on a door (2) between the 
surface of said door and an attachable structure (10); said groove being used for inserting 
a supporting member (5). See Figure 1. Additionally, Darden teaches the shaping of a 
groove (84) to accommodate a supporting member (94), such that the depth of the groove 
is the same as a thickness of the supporting member (see Figures 1, 3, 9, and 10). Darden 
also teaches the inclusion of a supporting member (94) on an attachable structure (92) to 
be attached via screw (104) to a larger structure (44), wherein the supporting member is 
protruded downwards on a lower surface (Item A - see Figure 10 Annotated, above) of 
the attachable structure (92); said supporting member being located on a contacting 
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surface (Item A - see Figure 10 Annotated, above; see also Figures 1 & 3 of Darden) 
between the attachable structure (92) and the larger structure (44); said supporting 
member having a width smaller than that of the handle holder (see Figures 1 & 3); said 
supporting member being integrated with the handle holder (see Figures 9 and 10); said 
supporting member being provided at a surrounding region of a hole through which the 
screws are penetrated (see Figures 3 & 9); said supporting member being provided on a 
lower surface of a surrounding region of a hole through which a screw closer to the 
handle is penetrated (see Figures 3 & 9). 



From Darden (5,460,212} 98 

8. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the 
groove of Lange, and the supporting member and groove shape of Darden, into the 
handle holder and refrigerator door of the admitted prior art in order to provide a more 
secure connection between the handle-holder and door, thereby providing the structure 
substantially as claimed. 

9. Regarding claims 1 and 16, examiner points out that, whereas the supporting 
member (94) of Darden is located closer to the front of both the attachable structure (92) 
and the larger structure (44) than the rear thereof (see Figures 3 & 10); and whereas said 
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supporting member is only located around one screw (104); it can therefore be concluded 
that the combination of the teachings of Lange and Darden with those of the admitted 
prior art would produce a structure wherein the supporting member on each handle holder 
was located around the screw that was closer to the front of both the handle holder and 
refrigerator; and (therefore) wherein "the supporting member is disposed between the 
handle and a securing mechanism". 

10. Regarding claims 5 and 19, whereas Darden teaches a supporting member (94) 
that is of a single piece with the attachable structure (92) from which it depends, the 
combination of the teachings of Lange and Darden with those of the admitted prior art 
would obviously produce a structure wherein the supporting member and handle holder 
are a single piece. Additionally, the examiner points out that forming in one piece an 
article which has formerly been formed in two pieces has been held to involve only 
routine skill in the art. 

Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments filed 3 January 2007 have been fully considered but they 
are not fully persuasive. 

12. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

13. Applicant's arguments regarding the Sueyoshi reference are moot in view of the 
new grounds of rejection. 

14. In response to applicant's argument that Darden (5,460,212) is nonanalogous art, 
it has been held that a prior art reference must either be in the field of applicant's 
endeavor or, if not, then be reasonably pertinent to the particular problem with which the 
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applicant was concerned, in order to be relied upon as a basis for rejection of the claimed 
invention. In this case, Darden is reasonably pertinent to the particular problem with 
which the applicant was concerned. The attachable structure (92) of Darden can be 
analogized to the handle holder of the admitted prior art, in that both are smaller 
structures being fixed via screws to larger structures; and that, in this light, Darden can be 
seen as merely teaching the inclusion of a supporting member on any generic attachable 
structure. The examiner also points out that, although the larger structure (44) of Darden 
cannot be easily analogized to any type of door, Lange, as mentioned above, teaches the 
inclusion of a groove upon a generic door for the purposes of accommodating a 
supporting member. The examiner also points out that the inclusion of the supporting 
member taught by Darden on the underside of handle holder of the admitted prior art 
would obviously have the beneficial side-effect effect of providing structural 
reinforcement to said handle-holder; and would obviously serve to lessen the probability 
of failure due to fatigue. The examiner further points out that it is well known in the art 
that thickening a structure increases its structural rigidity. Hence, the examiner concludes 
that the teachings of Darden and Lange are reasonably pertinent to the particular problem 
with which the applicant was concerned; and that as such, applicant's arguments to the 
contrary are not persuasive. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew W. Ing whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6536. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 7:30 am - 4:00 
pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on (571) 272-6867. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or sil -272-1000. / 



MWI 

9 March 2007 




